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quence, an important influence both on the public and private
life of the Romans. .We must confine ourselves to mentioning
some of the most important traits resulting from this view of his
character. First, Janus is the god of all beginnings of time.
He begins the new year, whose first month was called January
after him, and was dedicated to him. Thus, New Year's Day
(Kale?idce JanuariceJ was the most important festival of the god;
on this occasion the houses and doors were adorned with garlands
and laurel boughs, the laurel being supposed to exercise a potent
influence against all magic and diseases. Eelatives and friends
exchanged small presents (principally sweets ; for example, dates
and figs wrapped in laurel leaves) and good wishes for the
coming year. The god himself received offerings of cake, wine,
and incense, and his statue was adorned with fresh laurel boughs.
This offering was repeated on the first day of every month, for
Janus opened up every month; and as the Kalends were sacred
to Juno, he was therefore called Junonius. In the same way
Janus was supposed to begin every new day, and called Matu-
tinus Pater. He also appears as the doorkeeper of heaven,
whose gates he opened in the morning and closed in the
evening.

From being the god of all temporal beginnings, he soon became
the patron and protector of all the beginnings of human activity.
The Eomans had a most superstitious belief in the importance of
a good commencement for everything, concluding that this had
a magical influence on the good or evil result of every under-
taking. Thus, neither in public nor private life did they ever
undertake anything of importance without first confiding the
beginning to the protection of Janus. Among the most im-
portant events of political life was the departure of the youth of
the country to war. An offering was therefore made to the god
by the departing general, and the temple, or covered passage
sacred to the god, was left open during the continuance of the